What’s your Latitude, Dude?





	Latitude is the distance in degrees north or south of the equator.  The equator is set at 0(.  As you go north, the latitude increases until you reach the geographic North Pole which is set at 90( North.  Lenox is about midway at 42.5(North.  We just started to learn about climate. Climate is determined by a number of factors.  Is latitude one of them?  We will look at the average temperature of a few places in the U.S to see if latitude affects the climate.





State the problem 																																		





Hypothesis:  Don’t forget, this is an educated guess.  Your hypothesis should explain what your guess is AND a reason to back it up.  


																																				


															


Materials and procedure:


All you need is the Internet for this lab.  You will need to visit www. weather.com to find your answers.  At the top of the page, it should say local weather and have a box.  Type the zip code of your city and hit enter.  This will take you to a page that will display today’s weather.  Scroll down the screen until you see 36 hour forecast.  Click on Averages.  This will take you to a graph of the high and low temperatures for the year.  To make your life easier,  look at the top of the graph for Table Display.  Click on this.  Now you see all of the data in a long table for each month.  The data you are trying to find is the average monthly data.  Do you see it?  It may be called something else!!!











Data Tables.


Lenox, MA  Zip Code-01240


The latitude is 			  (Find latitude at http://www.zipinfo.com/search/zipcode.htm)
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Use your brain to find the average temp for the year.


The average temperature for the year is 			.





How did you find the average temperature for the year?  Stuck?  See page 308 in your textbook.











Zip Code-33101  


This city is __________  (Find latitude at http://www.zipinfo.com/search/zipcode.htm)
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The average temperature for the year is 				





Zip Code-99502  


City is _____________ (Find latitude at http://www.zipinfo.com/search/zipcode.htm)
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The average temperature for the year is 			














Results.  Use this chart to organize your data.


City
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Latitude�
Average Yearly Temperature
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Lenox, Ma
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Conclusion:  Restate the problem and your hypothesis.  Was your hypothesis right or wrong?  Use the data in the tables to back up your conclusion.  Be sure to mention the data (latitudes and avg. temps) in your conclusion.  The data is there to prove or disprove your hypothesis, so use it!


NAME 	                                                                                                               PERIOD	











