Notes on the “Ivans”:

Ivan I – “Moneybags”  

· Consolidated power as the tax collector for the Tatars
Ivan III  -- “the Great”

· Built a foundation of authority that united Muscovy

· Fought the Mongols

· Refused to pay tribute

· Married Sophia Paleogolus, Byzantine Princess 
Ivan IV  -- “the Terrible”

· First Russian ruler to crown himself Tsar in 1547

· Established the Muscovite autocracy

· Adopted the double-headed Eagle from the Byzantine

· Married Anastasia Romanova,  who could calm her husband

Early life –

· Abused as a child by the Boyars, and becomes abusive of 

animals as a result

· Tried to modernize Russia by sending emissaries to Europe

· Attacks Riazan, a Tatar City

· Constructed St. Basil the Blessed in 1560 to celebrate his victory over the Tatars

· Wants to control the Baltic Sea

· Wife, Anastasia, dies in 1560, he descends further into madness

· To fight the Boyars he creates the “oprichnina” or secret police

· 1570  - he destroys Novgorod, executes 60,000 people in 5 weeks

· 1581- conquers Siberia

· Kills his own son in a fit of rage
· Ivan dies March 18, 1584 leaving Feodor to rule Russia
· The Time of Troubles begins
