


Syllabus:  U. S. History 2008-09 -  Period C 
Robin Nardi, rnardi@lenoxps.org
Telephone: 1 413-698-3285
Grading:

Homework Quizzes:  many during the quarter, all will count as 1 quiz grade

Regular Quizzes:  One unit or counted once

Projects:  Two Units or counted twice

Essays: Three Units or counted three times

Tests:  Three Units or counted three times

First Quarter: From 1620 to 1864
Week 1:  August 28-29


Text handout, Review Colonial America

Week 2:       September 2-5
Issues: Colonial Charter, European countries, trade and exchanges, political, social and religious differences, treatment of Native Americans
Notes and class discussion on colonies, mercantilism, Calvinism/Puritanism, French and Indian War, Salem Witch Trials, Great Awakening, Benjamin West
Review Morgan
Election 2008

Week 3:    9/8-9/12


Test on The Birth of the Republic  9/8


Issues: American Revolution and British response




   Declaration of Independence, Common Sense




   Continental Congresses, Articles of Confederation



Election 2008



Week 4:     9/15-9/19
Issues: Constitutional Convention, civic vocabulary, Bill of Rights, Federalist and Democratic Republicans, John Adams


Test on Constitution, 9/11, Thursday


 Narrative Papers assigned
Week 5:     9/22-9/26

Issues: Slavery and Economics, Industry and Plantations, Lewis and Clark expedition, Jefferson, French Revolution, J. Madison, War of 1812, Marshall Court
Week 6:    9/29-10/3
Issues: Monroe Doctrine, Missouri Compromise, American System, Andrew Jackson, Trail of Tears, National Bank, Henry Clay, John Calhoun
Week 7: 
10/13-17
Issues: Westward Expansion, Slavery and its culture, Frederick Douglass, Slave Revolts, Sorrow Songs, The Declaration of Sentiment, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Seneca Falls Convention
Week 8:    10/20-24
Issues : Sectionalism,  Rise of Industry, King Cotton, Republic of Texas, War with Mexico, Zachary Taylor, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act, Bleeding Kansas, Abraham Lincoln
Week 9:   10/27-31
Issues:  Abraham Lincoln, rise to power, campaign for senate, Stephen Douglass, Political strategy, speeches and stand on slavery, Republican Party. 
Week 10:   11/3-7
Issues:  Election of 1860, Civil War, Confederate States, Border States, Fort Sumter, Writ of Habeas Corpus, Draft Riots in New York, Antietam and Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Sherman’s March to the Sea.
Week 11:
11/10-14

Quarter Test from 1620-1864, October 29-30 (approx)


Issues: Appomattox Courthouse, North and South compared, strategies and strengths and weaknesses
Reading:  Excerpts from Killer Angels- Due after Thanksgiving.  

Film, sections of “Gettysburg 
Second Quarter: From 1865-1900

Week 12:    11/17-21
Issues: Assassination of Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, Radical Republicans, Black Reconstruction, Black Codes, KKK, Sharecropping, the Civil War Amendment, 13,14,and, 15; Freedmen’s Bureau, Civil Rights Act of 1866
Week 13:  11/24, 25, 26
Project on Sorrow Songs and W.E. B. DuBois, reading excerpts from Souls of Black Folk.   In-Class use of computers to create a presentation.
Week 14:  12/1-5
Issues:   Neo-slavery replaces slavery of the past. Civil Rights Act of 1875, Compromise of 1877, poll tax, grandfather clause,  Jim Crow laws, Klu Klux Klan, Ida B. Wells, Booker T. Washington
Week 15:    12/ 8-12
Issues: Indian Wars, National Grange Movement, Interstate Commerce Act of 1886, Plessey v. Ferguson, Rock Oil , Great Plaines
Week 16:    12/15-19
Issues: The Gilded Age 1877-1900, Boss Tweed, Union and Central Pacific Railroads, Andrew Carnegie and the Gospel of Wealth, U.S. Steel, John D. Rockefeller, Standard Oil Trust, Sherman Antitrust Act (1890), laissez-faire capitalism, Adam Smith.  
Week 17:   1/5-9
Issues: Social Darwinism, strikes, technology, Knights of Labor, American Federation of Labor, Samuel Gompers, Eugene Debs, telephones, cable and consumer goods. William Jennings Bryan, Mugwumps, free silver, Populist Party. 
Week 18:   1/12-16
Issues: American Culture, ghettos and tenements, Jacob Riis, Ashcan School, Winslow Homer, Mary Cassatt, ragtime, Central Park, Jelly Roll Morton, melting pot,  Clarence Darrow.
Week 19:  1/ 19-23
Issues:  Imperialism, Spanish-American War, jingoism, Theodore Roosevelt, Open Door Policy, Boxer Rebellion, Roosevelt Corollary, Woodrow Wilson, Henry Cabot Lodge.
Week 20:  1/26-30  

Review for Midterm, includes Quarter Test

Midterm Examination on Thursday or Friday

Third Quarter: From 1901 to 1970
Week 22:  2/2-6
Issues: WWI, Fourteen Points, League of Nations, League of Nations, John J. Pershing, Espionage Act, Red Scare, George Creel, Big Four, Treaty of Versailles


Week 23:    2/9-13
Issues:  Great Migration (blacks from southern states), Harlem, Jazz, W.E. B DuBois, Harlem Renaissance, Countee Cullen, Langston Hughes, Duke Ellington, Margaret Sanger, Prohibition, Herbert Hoover. 

Harlem Renaissance Project
Week 24:   
Issues: Great Depression, stock market, buying on margin,  Hawley-Smoot Tariff (1930), Bonus Army, FDR, Eleanor Roosevelt, New Deal, Brain Trust, John Maynard Keynes, Social Security Act, SEC, CCC, FDIC, FHA, National Labor Relations Act (1935). 
Week 25:   2/23-27
Issues: WWII, Neutrality Acts, appeasement, isolationism, fascism, German Nazi Party, Allied Powers, Axis Powers, Sudetenland, Blitzkrieg, Lend-Lease Act, Atlantic Charter, Pearl Harbor, D-Day, Eisenhower, Battle of the Bulge, Battle of Midway,
Week 26:   3/2-6
Issues: Manhattan Project, United Nations, Harry Truman, Korean War, Cold War, Truman Doctrine
Week 27:    3/9-13

Issues: WWII continued
Week 28:    3/16-20
Issues:  ,  Civil Rights Movement, George Kennan, NATO, Containment, World Bank, IMF, Marshall Plan, People’s Republic of China, Joseph McCarthy, Rosenberg Case

Week 29:    3/23-27
Issues:  President Eisenhower, Richard Nixon, Geneva Conventions, Brown v. Board of Education, NAACP, Vietnam, Montgomery Bus Boycott, Civil Rights Acts of 1957, and 1960, SNCC, Corporate America
Week 30:     3/30-4/3
Issues: John F. Kennedy, New Frontier, Martin Luther King II, Equal Rights Amendment, Betty Friedan, NOW, counterculture, SDS, Malcolm X, Medicare/Medicaid, Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, Tet Offensive, Watts Riots.

Fourth Quarter: From 1970-Present
Week 31:    4/6-9  
Issues:  Henry Kissinger, Kent State, My Lai, Watergate, Impeachment, Clean Air Act, Jimmy Carter, Iran Hostage Crisis, EPA, Three Mile Island, Gay Liberation Movement.
Week 32:    4/13-17

Issues:  Camp David Accords, Cesar Chavez, American Indian Movement, Religious Fundamentalism, Supply-side Economics, Operation Desert Storm, Bosnian War, WTO, EU, Bush v. Gore, 9/11 Attacks, Iraq War, Afghanistan, just some of the possible topics.
Week 33:    4/26-5/1
Issues: Understanding Economics, Economics Explained, Robert Heilbroner and Lester Thurow
 
Weeks 34:     5/5-8

Student Project: Research Topic, Stock Market simulation
Week 35:    5/12-15

Student Project: Research Topic, Stock Market simulation
Week 36:   5/19-22


 TBA

Weeks 38-39                      Review for Final Exam

Quizzes:      Once a week approximately
Projects:      2 quiz grades, plus a participation grade

Election Game


Stock Market Simulation


Individual Creative Projects

Tests:       


Birth of the Republic test


Constitution test


Three “Quarter” tests


Mid-Term Exam

Midterm:    ½ of final exam grade

Final:          2nd half of final exam grade
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